
The Fisheries Data Interoperability Working Group

The objective of the Fisheries Data Interoperability Working Group (FDIWG) is to devise a global data exchange and integration 
framework to support scientific advice on stock status and fisheries management that builds on fisheries data. The proposed 
framework will facilitate the use of de-facto, and preferably open, standards for the identification, description, mapping and publication 
of fisheries data supporting scientific processes.

Working Group Activities
 ▶ Promote existing facilities for data sharing on capture, landing, effort, size classes, vessel monitoring system and production through 

sharing of structural data definitions. This promotion will be supported by demonstrations of live examples of data sharing;
 ▶ Facilitate access to data by recommending standards and assist in adoption of tools and facilities;
 ▶ Recommend existing data tools;
 ▶ Recommend Master Data Management solutions for classifications and multilingual / multi-locale data; mapping between local 

classifications and regional and global ones.
 ▶ Connect existing data networking initiatives. 

JOIN OUR SESSION ON: 
“Metadata needs for fisheries data interoperability”

6 April 2017, 14:00 – 15:30 CEST, Room MR2

This will be the first meeting of the Fisheries Data Interoperability Working Group. Participation 
from other WG members with an interest in data harmonization, exchange and standardization 
is most welcome. 

Meeting agenda
1. Introduction of the working group and its co-chairs.
2. Working group work-plan and actions.
3. Showcases: 3 examples of existing support projects / platforms for fisheries data interoperability. 
4. Working group work-plan: define or identify contributors. 

JOIN THE FDIWG 
WORKING GROUP 

NOW! 

For more information on the 
WG, please  contact the WG 

Chair: Anton Ellenbroek  
anton.ellenbroek@fao.org

Expected key Impacts of the 
Working Group

 ▶ Reduced costs related to reuse of data. 
 ▶ Increased adoption of existing common 

standards, vocabularies and best practices 
related to fisheries data management with 
new communities, such as regional projects.

 ▶ Increased general awareness about 
research open data and interoperability 
standards among the fisheries 
organizations.

 ▶ Enhanced access, discovery (metadata) 
and reuse of fisheries data across specific 
domains

 ▶ Fisheries data provenance attribution, 
expected to foster legal interoperability.

 ▶ New opportunities for Data Structure 
Definition (DSD) and ontology based 
knowledge management in the fisheries 
sector.

Benefits of a framework on fishery related standards for 
data storage & analysis 

A common 
framework for 
fisheries data 
managers 
& scientists 
to describe, 
document, 
and structure 
fisheries data

A framework 
enabling 
professionals 
and policy 
makers to 
take informed 
decisions 
across multiple 
data providers

A unique platform 
where researchers 
working in different 
domains can easily 
access, reuse and 
link up fisheries data 
with their own data

Seamless access 
to a wide range of 
fisheries data

Identification  of 
generic data storage 
standards and 
services

A global data 
exchange and 

integration 
framework


